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Abstract:

Architectural heritage acquires great importance in formulating and demonstrating the
city’s historical character; it is also contributing to distinguishing the historical landscape of the
sites and linking it with a specific culture. This heritage is, in fact, the product of a set of values,
aesthetics, and techniques that have been adopted by specialists and artists in such culture.
Therefore, the historical architectural landscape is truly considered an essential component of
society that deserves to be cherished as an identity and belonging.

Communities, by their human nature, have been keen to care for and preserve their
heritage, and several international and global organizations have been established that aspire to
care for human heritage. These organizations have developed several regulations to protect this
cultural heritage, at the local and global levels. Areas exposed to armed conflict and vulnerable
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to destruction and loss received special attention within these regulations. The problem is
exacerbated when the region is under long armed occupation, characterized by a struggle over
narrative, heritage, and most areas of life.

The latest situation of conflict applies to the city of Jerusalem, and the Palestinian
territories. Since 1967, the Israeli occupation authorities have striven, through the
implementation of several ongoing projects, to obliterate the Arab-Islamic architectural
heritage, within a general policy that includes many landmarks and identity institutions.

Keywords: Exposing the Holly Buraq (western) Wall; Demolishing the Moroccan Quarter;
Vandalizing the historic Moroccan Quarter Road; Judaization and Israelization of Jerusalem.
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