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Abstract:

This paper aims to publish a Coptic ostracon from Antinoopolis (al-Shaikh ’Ibada),
Middle Egypt, Minya, the ostracon from the John de Monins Johnson excavation (Egypt
Exploration Fund Expedition in Antinoopolis) in 1913-1914. It was among the collections of a
museum in the United Kingdom before it was transferred to the Egyptian museum N¢.JE48009
and is now preserved in the Coptic Museum in Old Cairo, Ne. O Coptic Museum 4549. The
ostracon is red-orange terracotta pottery, buff slip, ribbed, and irregularly shaped; the right and
bottom portions of the text are broken off, and ink is chipped on the left side. The ostracon is
one complete text in the Sahidic dialect, with some other influences. The text is written on both
sides: 8 lines on the recto and 6 lines on the verso by a semi-skilled hand. The text is a Coptic
letter about pigs' delivery. According to the paleography, formulae, and content, the ostracon
dates to the 6th-8th centuries AD.
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Antinoopolis

Coptic Material Script ™ Papyrus

M Stone

= Wood

B Parchment
M Pottery

m Clay
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® PRITCHARD, F., «A Survey of Textiles in the UK from the 1913-1914 Egypt Exploration Fund Season at
Antinoupolis», In Drawing the Threads Together. Textiles and Footwear of the 1st Millennium AD from Egypt.
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° LIDDLE, R., A Greek-English Lexicon, Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1968, 194; PREISIGKE, F., Wérterbuch der
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Mumienschilder usw aus Agypten, 1925-1931, 1:170.
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AA 54,1994, tf 129-131; LEITZ, C., Magical and Medical Papyri the New Kingdom, Hieratic Papyri in the British
Museum 7, London: British Museum Press, 1999, Ne.BM 10059.

> LOBBAN, A., «Pigs in Ancient Egypt», In: Ancestors for Pigs: Pigs in Prehistory, edited by S.M. Nelson
Philadelphia, 1998, 137-138.

'® MIKHAIL, M., «Some Observations Concerning Edibles in Late Antique and Early Islamic Egypt»,
Byzantion, 70, Ne.1, 2000, 116-118; BARON, H., «Animals in the Byzantine Empire: An Overview of the
Archaeological Evidence», AM 39, 2012, 96.

Y LAJTAR, A., & OTHERS, «'Receive (...) Four Pigs' Pigs in the Papyri from Qasr Ibrim», Palamedes 13/1,
2019, 146.

'® CLARYSSE, T., Counting the People in Hellenistic Eqypt, Vol.2, Cambridge: Girton College, 2006, 208-217.
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* EDGAR, C., Zenon Papyri, Catalogue Général des Antiquités Eqyptiennes du Musée du Caire, VOL. 3,
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CoraAzzA, E., «The Antinoopolis Medical Papyri, a Case Study in Late Antique Medicine», PhD Thesis,
Berlin: Humboldt-Universitat zu Berlin, 2016, 77.
*® TILL, Die Koptischen Rechtsurkunden der Papyrussammlung der Osterreichischen, Ne. 36.
¥ CrRUM, W., & BELL, H., Wadi Sarga: Coptic and Greek Texts from the Excavations Undertaken by the Byzantine
Research Account, Hauniae: Gyldendalske Boghandel-Nordisk Forlag, 1922, Ne.107, 98-99
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