Magallat Al-Itihad Al-‘am Lil Atariyin Al-‘arab (JGUAA)

Received at: 2023-10-10 Accepted 2023-11-16 Available online: 2024-2-8
Al Allas () Alaia :dhalal) cpe B Appal) Abal) B L bacdil) (g laal) Gl il
The Palestinian Cultural Heritage Resources in the West Bank in the Eye of
the Storm: Area C as a Case Study
Adased) daa) Cpn 7ola
Ol ¢ util] daala ¢ B Jad) agaall ¢ AN )y HEY)

Salah Hussein Ahmed Al-Houdalieh

Professor of archaeology and cultural heritage, the Institute of Archaeology,
Al-Quds University, Palestine
shoudalieh@staff.alquds.edu

uadlall

B3 Lhemss llhy cmlun g1 sl Alla B leal) b Jien (oo (5l ol (gyliaall Gl jabiae s
lajladd Gle (535 sabadl) o3¢l Jualsia wagd sran AV il Plialy caluall g il 3abs welaas Zabud)) ay
dS ol 28 VATV ale e gy (Al Guail) Led Lag) dgpad) Adall ") Alsd" Plial diay . lgius
2 dje Ghlie EDE ) sl bl cuand ) gl sl 486 a8 e sl L ulanlill (glaall Eig sl jalas
2 (z) kil e LabaY) il Clasd) e dle ey L ls ubadill aslall Gn BN (g oo <)
Q) e e Y ale Ll dasll JolS Plial salely Ay Jr ilaalll g L sy o 4 V) ) 44N el
Alsadl e IS 25 ol 38 (Aaadl) Jim —a) 3TV (o) Gle 07 las e Ayl dacall ") Al Dlial
Daadip Balany tAY) Claguall o ey (@AY il lauge Ge v e S ehaly caplilly LAY Al
ol w283 Y A BEY) adlpall = Plial 38 — Jibal Jlea) ool LS ¢ Lagliy Gl Llaay Gise oF 0 Jlsa
BT A A0 Y adlsall 8 Camll 5pals Ll ) 4l )

DY) cAdihu) SN A adlsd) e gyl Al o danddll gjlasd) Sl A clalsl)

c sl Sl

Abstract

Cultural heritage sources are governed by an international legal framework that provides
them protection in armed conflicts, due to their status as a heritage of global humanity. Armed
conflicts and the occupation of others' territories pose a continuous threat to these sources, often
leading to their destruction, and looting. Since the occupation of the West Bank (including East
Jerusalem) and Gaza by the "State of Israel" in 1967, it has asserted control over all Palestinian
cultural heritage sources. Despite the signing of the Oslo Accords, which divided the West Bank
into three areas (A, B and C), and an international-sponsored agreement for the Israeli army's
withdrawal from Area C by maximum 1998, it has yet to withdraw and fully reoccupy the entire
West Bank since 2002. Israel's 56-year-long occupation of the West Bank (from 1967 to the
present) has led to the Judaization of many archaeological and historical sites and features, over
900 archaeological excavation seasons, multiple archaeological surveys, confiscation and
destruction of approximately 5300 archaeological and historical sites. Israel's neglect of
archaeological sites that do not serve the Torah narrative has contributed to the spread of
vandalism and looting of these archaeological sites throughout the West Bank.

Keywords: Palestinian cultural heritage, The West Bank, Destruction of the archaeological
sites, The Israeli violations, The international legal framework.
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