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Abstract:
Although the image of the Museum has
witnessed remarkable changes in the course of
its history, but the recent decades witnessed a
wide development for the museum concept. The
picture
and

remained
attached to its
principal functions from acquisition up to

traditional
relativelyunchanged

display and accessibility. Thus, several decades
ago, the museum definition has not witnessed
any notable disagreement, even though its
formation had been changed several times. The
notable development that museums witnessed
in the last quarter of the 20th century, and its
increase in the last two decades, has placed
museum experts in a huge challenge to produce
a new definition. Consideration is given too to
the notable change in international society and
its impact on museums, and their developments
usually indicate that any proposed definition for
the museum might be unsuitable in few years
later

ICOM worked intensively to place a new
definition that reflects the actual image of the
museum today; the one, which is agreed on
during the ICOM General Assembly in Prague
on 24 August 2022. This paper discusses the
concept of museum, the development of its
historical image over the course of time. It
captures its  different definitions  with
consideration to the historical contexts, pointing
out the main factors which should be considered
for the formation of the museum definition, as
well as the ICOM philosophy and methodology
to proceed and propose a new definition
Key Words: Museum Definition, New
Museology , Museum Role and Functions
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“A museum is a not-for-profit, permanent institution in the service of society that

researches, collects, conserves, interprets and exhibits tangible and intangible heritage.
Open to the public, accessible and inclusive, museums foster diversity and sustainability.
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